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SUB J : PRESIDENT BONGO REQUESTS USN ASSISTANCE FOR 
GABONESE PATROLBOAT 

REF: (A) USDAO KINGSTON 291746Z; (B) MARTINIQUE 0188 

1. PRESIDENT BONGO CALLED AMBASSADOR MINUTES AGO TO SAY 
THAT GABONESE PURCHASED SWIFTSHIPS PATROLBOAT WHICH 
BEGAN ITS VOYAGE TO LIBREVILLE FROM MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA 
APRIL 21 HAS HAD BREAKDOWN IN ONE ENGINE AND IS CURRENTLY 
IN FORT DE FRANCE. PRESIDENT REQUESTED AMBASSADOR TO 
CONTACT WASHINGTON AND ASK FOR U.S. ASSISTANCE IN 

(A) REPAIRING ENGINE IN PUERTO RICO AND (B) PROVIDING U.S. 
ESCORT FOR PATROLBOAT TO LIBREVILLE. 

2. REF B HAS IUST ARRIVED WHICH GIVES ADDITIONAL DETAILS. 

3. COMMENT: NO QUESTION BUT THAT PRESIDENT BONGO 
ATTACHES GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THIS REQUEST. HE REGARDS HIS 
PURCHASE OF U.S. VESSEL AS EVIDENCE OF HIS INDEPEN- 
DENCE AND DESIRE FOR CLOSER TIES WITH U.S. IF WE 
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CAN HELP WITH REPAIRS AND IF WE CAN PROVIDE ESCORT 
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ACROSS ATLANTIC, THIS WILL ENABLE US SHOW FLAG HERE 
AND GAIN MUCH CREDIT IN THIS FRIENDLY COUNTRY. CON- 
VERSELY, IF WE UNABLE OR UNWILLING TO ASSIST, THIS WILL 
CERTAINLY CAST A PALL ON OUR RELATIONS AND ON UPCOMING 
VISIT TO GABON OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE DAVIS 
(MAY 14-16). 

4. PLEASE ADVISE SOONEST. 

5. DECONTROL ON RECEIPT. 

MCKESSON 
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